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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-4 and 6-25 are pending. Applicant has cancelled claims 5 and 26-37. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 10-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter. 

Claim 10 is directed to computer programs, i.e., software per se, which are not physical 
"things" even though the preamble cites "A computer system" since the rest of the claim does 
not include any hardware. They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as 
they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any 
structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed 
elements of a computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In 
contrast, a claimed storage computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program is a 
computer element which defines structural and functional interrelationships between the 
computer program and the rest of the computer which permit the computer program's 
functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. 

Claims 1 1-17 fail to remedy the deficiencies of claim 10 above, and therefore are rejected 
under the same ground of rejection. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 4 recites two period 
(..), one period should be removed. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the in\ anion was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign eountr\ or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 6, 8-14, 16-22, and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Brumme et al. (U.S. 6,134,559). 

As to claim 1, Brumme teaches a method comprising: 

- providing a first request to access a function associated with a first object mode (an 
example query by a client to query an object stored in a relational database; col. 33, lines 
14-15 and the attributes of an object can only be accessed by calling a method within the 
object; col. 19, lines 11-13 and The OLE client 272 may utilize the CORBA object 274; 
col. 11, lines 8-9); 

- converting the first request into a second request associated with a second object model 
different from the first object model (an adapter, which supports the target data source, 
parses the query out . . . mapped to the specific data source being supported; col. 32, lines 
6-9 and col. 33, lines 17-20); and 
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creating an object associated with the second object model in response to the second 
request (for objects that specify a strict encapsulation barrier, no copy is generated, and 
the object is activated to access or query the object; col. 19, lines 21-55 and col. 34, lines 
19-24). 

As to claim 2, Brumme teaches executing a script to create the second request (The object 
oriented environment accepts declarative scripts, such as through fourth generation languages 
(4GL) scripts, as a means to provide functionality to the system; col. 29, lines 4-7). 

As to claim 3, Brumme teaches retrieving a script in response to the first request (When a 
method in a foreign object is called ... the functionality; col. 29, lines 12-17). 

As to claim 4, Brumme teaches converting between protocols from different vendors 
(COPvBA object, OLE object, conversion; col. 11, lines 1-22). 

As to claim 6, Brumme teaches wherein the first request is associated with fabrication of 
an integrated circuit (col. 7, lines 20-26. It is noted that the specification does not disclose any 
definition regarding "fabrication of an integrated circuit"). 

As to claim 8, Brumme teaches providing a mechanism to discover services (col. 25, 
lines 55-60 and col. 26, lines 25-32). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/802,5 1 0 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2194 

As to claim 9, Brumme teaches distributing agents on different servers (adapters; col. 9, 
lines 25-31). 

As to claim 10, Brumme teaches a computer system comprising: 

a client to provide a first request to access a function associated with a first object model 
(an example query by a client to query an object stored in a relational database; col. 33, 
lines 14-15 and the attributes of an object can only be accessed by calling a method 
within the object; col. 19, lines 1 1-13 and The OLE client 272 may utilize the CORBA 
object 274; col. 11, lines 8-9); 

- a first component to receive a first request to access a function associated with a first 
object model and convert the first request into a second request associated with a second 
object model different from the first object model (an adapter, which supports the target 
data source, parses the query out . . . mapped to the specific data source being supported; 
col. 32, lines 6-9 and col. 33, lines 17-20); and 

- a second component to create an object associated with the second object in response to 
the second request (for objects that specify a strict encapsulation barrier, no copy is 
generated, and the object is activated to access or query the object; col. 19, lines 21-55 
and col. 34, lines 19-24). 



As to claims 11-14, 16 and 17, see rejections of claims 2-4, 6 and 8-9 above. 
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As to claim 18, it is the same as the method claim of claim 1 except this is a computer 
product claim and is rejected under the same ground of rejection. 

As to claims 19-22 and 24-25, see rejections of claims 2-4, 6 and 8-9 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 7, 15 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brumme et al. (U.S. 6,134,559). 

As to claim 7, Brumme does not explicitly teach converting between asynchronous and 
synchronous communication. However, it is well known in the art that CORBA, COM or OLE 
objects support both synchronous communication and asynchronous communication. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the 
system of Brumme is capable of converting between asynchronous and synchronous 
communication in order to support any type of foreign object types. It is further note that the 
specification did not disclose how the converting between asynchronous and synchronous 
communication is implemented or in which situation that the conversion is needed. 
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As to claims 15 and 23, see rejection of claim 7 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIEM K. CAO whose telephone number is (571)272-3760. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30AM - 3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DC 

May 19, 2008 

/Diem K Cao/ 

Examiner of Art Unit 2194 



